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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S. C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The reference listed in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on April 18, 
2005 has been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449 form). 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because figures 1-3 should be labeled as "prior 
art". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. Figures 1-3 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art-- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1-4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Antoine et al. (WO 02/065780). 

7. Regarding claim 1 , Antoine et al. discloses a device (see cited portion, but not 
limited to fig 2 (10)) for radio signal distribution comprising at least two signal 
input/outputs (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (44)) to be connected to 
decoders (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (20)) wherein it comprises at least 
one means of communication (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (26)), linking the 
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input/outputs between them, in a communication frequency band (see cited portion, but 
not limited to page 1 6, lines 24-31 ). 

Regarding claim 2, Antoine et al. discloses everything claimed as applied above 
(see claim 1). The device characterized in wherein the communication means is a 
bandpass filter whose bandwidth corresponds to the communication frequency band 
(see cited portion, but not limited to page 16, lines 32- page 17, line 8). 

Regarding claim 3, Antoine et al. discloses everything claimed as applied above 
(see claim 1). The device wherein it also comprises at least two second signal 
input/outputs (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (42)) to be connected to two 
independent reception devices (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (20)), each 
second input/output being connected to one first input/output via a filter (see cited 
portion, but not limited to fig 2 (64)) that rejects the communication frequency band (see 
cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (20, 42, 64), page 1 0, lines 1 4-page 1 1 , line 5). 

Regarding claim 4, Antoine et al. discloses everything claimed as applied above 
(see claim 1). The device (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (10)) wherein it also 
comprises: 

at least two second signal input/outputs (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 
(42)) to be connected to two independent reception devices (see cited portion, but not 
limited to fig 2 (20)), 
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switching means allowing each of the first input/outputs to be connected to each 
of the second input/outputs depending on a selection signal, said selection means being 
equipped with means for suppressing the communication frequency band (see cited 
portion, but not limited to fig 2 (20), page 10, lines 21-31). 

Regarding claim 9, Antoine et al. discloses everything claimed as applied above 
{see claim 3). A satellite program reception system comprising (see cited portion, but 
not limited to fig 2 (10)): 

at least two electrical signal sources corresponding to radio waves, said sources 
having at least two input/outputs (see cited portion, but not limited to page 8, lines 23- 
31), 

at least two decoders each connected to one of the input/outputs of said unit by 
means of two distinct coaxial cables, wherein the two decoders exchange data between 
them via the coaxial cables (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (20, 18), abstract, 
lines 1-20), 

and in that the system comprises at least one device as claimed above whose 
first input/outputs are connected to the decoders and whose second input/outputs are 
connected to the sources (see cited portion, but not limited page 16, lines 24-31, fig 2 
(18, 26)). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 5-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Antoine et al. (WO 02/065780) in view of Watanaba et al. (EP 1 02461 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Antoine et al. discloses everything claimed as applied above 
(see claim 1). 

However, Antoine et al. fails to specifically disclose the device wherein the device 
is a unit for converting radio waves into an electrical signal that also comprises: at least 
two transposition means for transforming a transmission frequency band into at least 
two intermediate frequency bands, at least two selection means allowing each of the 
first input/outputs to be connected to each of the transposition means. 

Watanaba et al. discloses the device wherein the device is a unit for converting 
radio waves into an electrical signal that also comprises: 

at least two transposition means for transforming a transmission frequency band 
into at least two intermediate frequency bands (see cited portion, but not limited to 
paragraph 0003 and fig 2 (67-70)), 

at least two selection means allowing each of the first input/outputs to be 
connected to each of the transposition means (see cited portion, but not limited to 
paragraph 0005 and fig 2). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Antoine et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Watanabe et al. for the advantage of verifying the 
location of the receiver. 

Regarding claim 6, Antoine et al. and Watanaba et al. discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 5). Watanaba et al. discloses a device wherein the 
transmission frequency band is separated into at least two intermediate frequency 
bands corresponding to two different wave polarizations (see cited portion, but not 
limited to paragraph 0004-0005). 

Regarding claim 7, Antoine et al. and Watanaba et al. discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 5). Watanaba et al. discloses a device wherein the 
transmission frequency band is separated into at least two intermediate frequency 
bands corresponding to the same wave polarization but whose bandwidth is 
substantially twice as narrow (see cited portion, but not limited to paragraph 0006- 
0007). 

Regarding claim 8, Antoine et al. and Watanaba et al. discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 5). Antoine et al. discloses a device wherein it 
comprises four input/outputs and at least three communication means (see cited 
portion, but not limited to fig 2 (44, 68)). 



Application/Control Number: 10/531,742 
Art Unit: 2623 



Page 8 



Regarding claim 10, Antoine et al. and Watanaba et al. discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 5). Antoine et al. discloses a satellite program 
reception system comprising (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (10)): 

at least one unit for converting radio waves into an electrical signal, said unit 
having at least two input/outputs (see cited portion, but not limited to fig 2 (26, 44)), 

at least two decoders (see fig 2 (20)) each connected to one of the input/outputs 
of said unit by means of two distinct coaxial cables (see fig 2 (18)), wherein the two 
decoders exchange data between them via the coaxial cables, and in that said unit is a 
device as claimed above (see cited portion, but not limited to page 16, lines 24-31). 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Arvisais (U.S. Patent No. 5,905,940) discloses a method of providing an easy 
and convenient transmission of videos. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nnenna N. Ekpo whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM-5:00 PM 
EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



NNE/nne 
July 15, 2008. 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



